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The CrossLink International Newslette r  

To Every Thing There Is a Season!

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
Ecclesiastes 3:1

This has always been a very special scripture text to me.  I’ve heard it 
used in many contexts, but now it has a very personal meaning as I leave 
CrossLink International.   

This has been a tough decision because I love this ministry so much.  It 
has been a major passion of my life since it began.  I have always loved 
missions and I really felt called to the wonderful work of CrossLink.

Why am I leaving?  It’s a mixture of reasons:  family, health, fatigue 
– but mostly because I have felt God’s voice telling me it was time for me 
and CrossLink to experience a new “season.”  

I have been so blessed to meet and work with wonderful people these past years.  What a joy 
it has been to labor alongside dedicated folks who are willing to take risks as they share the 
love of Jesus through medical missions.  These relationships will stay with me all my life.

I’ve been privileged to work with some of the best 
volunteers and Board members – people who have 
given “sweat equity” to the ministry of CrossLink.  
And I have worked with and beside the greatest staff 
in the world.  These wonderful folks have made 
sacri! ces to work at CrossLink because they have 
felt God’s call and they answered it.

I also want to thank 
each of you for your support of CrossLink.  Many of you have 
become friends even if we’ve not met.  All of you are a part of this 
CrossLink family and without you, the ministry could not do the 
work it is called to do.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart"

Please pray for CrossLink.  Continue to support and love this 
work.  And as I begin a new “season” in my life, I thank God for 
the gift he gave me to play a part in this ministry.  May God richly 
bless each of you in all that you do.

Linda Cook

PLEASE NOTE:
CrossLink's new 

United Way 
Combined Federal Campaign 

#14672



A Letter from Guatemala

Dear CrossLink Friends,

Recently I took a team of medical personnel and students from the Loyola University School of 
Medicine to work in the San Lucas Toliman area of Guatemala.  Located in the mountains, the outlying 
villages of this area are very poor, with bad sanitation and no potable water.  Even though the period of 
guerilla warfare in Guatemala is over, violence still exists, making travel quite risky.

The people of San Lucas Toliman are plagued with malnutrition, worms, scabies, 
vitamin-de! ciency, arthritis, and headaches.  Your CrossLink medicines and supplies were 
de! nitely very useful for a number of the patients we saw.  

I see them as normal human beings, prone to all the common weaknesses but 
spared from a lot of the seductiveness of a highly sophisticated, af" uent culture.

 Without the medicines you provide for us, we would have little reason for doing our clinics.  We 
go there precisely to give medical help – diagnosis, treatment, pharmaceuticals – all relatively simple, 
given the very basic situation of our clinics.  

“One young man, probably 15 or 16, came to the table where I was doing triage outside our 
primitive clinic and looked at me without speaking.  All I could see were his eyes.  He covered the rest 
of his face with a bandana of sorts.  I made out a record card for him and sent him to the ! rst available 
station without ever seeing his whole face.  Later I found out that he had been badly burned – up to third 
degree burns – on the face and chest, and this was his ! rst medical treatment.  (His parents had applied 
tomatoes to the burns, and while the acid was an effective defense against 
infection, the pain must have been very bad.)  We were able to monitor and 
clean the burns and give him ointment, helping to insure healing and relieve 
pain.

For the medical students in our group, it was an eye-opening experience.  
Most come from af" uent backgrounds and have never seen ! rst-hand the 
conditions these people live in.  The older segment had more life-experience, but 
all of us were reminded by these simple people of faith that happiness has very 
little to do with material possessions. 

These are people of simple faith.  We saw God at work through their gratitude and openness when 
they should be bitter because of the misery of their lives.  And we saw God work through people caring for 
other people and ! nding it rewarding, despite taking them far beyond their comfort zones.  

Thank you, CrossLink, for helping to make our mission possible, and enabling us to bring healing 
and hope to these very special people.”

Sincerely,
Chaplain John O’Callaghan

Notes from the Field . . . 
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CrossLink Spotlight - Where we are going next? 

Your support helps CrossLink send medicines and medications 

to those in need around the world.  Please join us in praying 

for the following projects during August and September:

Honduras - Friends of Barnabas & West Acres Baptist Church

Guatemala - Starfish Unlimited & Messengers of Mercy

Panama - Lighthouse Baptist Church

Philippines – Memphis Mission of Mercy

Haiti - Our Lady of the Lake

Ukraine - Russian American Logos

Jamaica – TEAMs for Medical Missions

Various faith-based clinics in the United States
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Resurrection Lutheran 
Vacation Bible School

OTC Club

Adopt-a-Mission

YOU can change a village!  It’s not hard at all when 
you adopt a mission project through CrossLink.

What is Adopt-A-Mission?
Each year CrossLink International receives hundreds 
of requests for medicine and medical supplies from 
teams preparing for mission trips.  A number of 
these groups have very limited funding and must 
“s-t-r-e-t-c-h”  every dollar.  The Adopt-a-Mission 
program allows individuals, families, churches 
and civic groups to adopt a speci! c mission project 
through a donation of $500, $350 or $250 which 
is used to purchase the necessary medicines and 
supplies for that trip.

How do I participate?
It’s really quite simple.  You 
notify  CrossLink that you 
want to sponsor a mission 
project. Your donation can 
be general, allowing us to 
spread your generosity to 
many missionaries.  Or 
CrossLink can forward you 

an information sheet about your adopted mission – 
the country; the team; and the type of work they will  
be performing. Your donation will  allow CrossLink 
to purchase medicines and supplies needed for that 
particular mission’s trip. Upon completion of the 
trip, you will  receive a written report and pictures 
about YOUR mission project. 

Adopt-A-Mission is working….
Within the last couple of months, Adopt-A-Mission 
donations have purchased heart medications, 
malaria drugs and other medicines for people in 
Nigeria, Mexico, Honduras, Ecuador, Kenya and 
Uganda.  

Want to adopt a mission?  
Contact Dana Stewart at 703-534-5465 or 
e-mail dana@crosslinkinternational.net

CrossLink’s 
Over-The-Counter Club 

in Action
CrossLink extends a thank you 
to all the Vacation Bible School 
programs, Sunday School classes, 
of! ces and individuals for 
participating in our OTC Club 
this summer.  Your donations 
are making a diff erence in places 
like Sierra Leone and Honduras.  
These much-needed over-the-
counter items have already left our 
shelves, and the needs continue.  
You can answer this call when 
you start your own OTC Club this 
fall.  Call today (703)534-5465.

First Baptist Church of Vienna  -  Vacation Bible School OTC Club



Does Your Company Offer a Vo lunteer Involvement Progr am?

Many companies recognize the bene! t of their employees becoming involved in their 
local communities.   To encourage a connection to the community, companies are 
encouraging employees, retirees and their families to contribute their own time and 
money to local community organizations.  

CrossLink has bene! ted directly from the local corporate volunteer programs.  Talk to 
your company today to see how you can involve CrossLink today.

Page 4

Community Service Days at CrossLink

Long & Foster Realt y Makes CrossLink Their home for  the Day  

On June 12th, CrossLink 
hosted the Tysons Corner Long 
& Foster Realty of! c e for their 
Community Service Work-
Day.  Over 25 Long and Foster 
employees spent the day sorting 
and organizing medical supplies 
and equipment.  In this one day, 
Long and Foster’s employees 
represented over 100 hours 
of community service which 
equals 12 CrossLink work days.  
Thank you Long and Foster for 
volunteering" 

   Volunteer Fairf ax Summer Interns Work Day 

CrossLink welcomed 30 summer interns 
on July 12th from the Volunteer Fairfax 
ExxonMobil program. Traveling from 
all parts of the country, these college 
students are supported by ExxonMobil 
to volunteer with different non-pro! ts 
within the DC area.  In one day, these 
student volunteers contributed over 150 
hours of community service to CrossLink 
and assisted in preparing a 40’ container 
to be shipped to Sierre Leone. Thank 
you volunteers, Volunteer Fairfax and 
ExxonMobil for your support.   

Long and Foster making a difference at CrossLink

Volunteer Fairfax brings ExxonMobile Interns to CrossLink



CrossLink’s Family Corner

Teaching your child about giving to others in need requires more than just a conversation.   It 
takes action"   We can all learn by doing.  But how do you teach your child about international 
medical missions?  By getting them involved today.  Simple actions such as drawing a picture 
for another child living overseas or writing a thank you note to a medical missionary connects 
your child to others and makes a tremendous impact on the lives of medical missionaries and 
those they serve.   ‘Want to do more --- how about Pass the Kitty? 

Today’s Idea

Pass the kitty is a great way to engage the whole family. The kitty can hold 
notes of what the family is thankful for, what family members are praying for 
and even money to be donated.  

1. Start with your family’s version of the kitty.  It could be a bank shaped 
like a kitty, a plastic container or even a jar.  

2. Work with your children to decorate the kitty together.  Start talking with them about how 
even the smallest gestures can make a huge difference in someone’s life. 

3. Once a week designate a time when the family passes the kitty.
4. After the kitty is passed, the family spends time giving thanks, honoring prayer requests, 

or deciding together how their savings will be donated. 
  

CrossLink encourages your family to get involved in international medical missions today.  Let 
us know how you have incorporated CrossLink into your family by contacting Dana Stewart at 
703-534-5465 or dana@crosslinkinternational.net.
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How will you help?
Please detach and return with your response to:

CrossLink Internationa l
427 N. Maple Av e.,  Falls Chur ch,  VA  22046
www.crosslinkinternational.net

1. Enclosed is my gift of   $1,000   $500   $200   $100   $50        
               Other $ ________

2. I/We pledge a yearly gift of  $ ________ to be paid monthly or 
    quarterly in $ ________ increments .

3. I/We will donate frequent flyer miles. 

4. Please send me more information about CrossLink International. 

5. Please send more information about:           OTC Club    Clinic Pac ks
   Adopt-A-Mission    Vessels of  Hope    CrossLink Partner s

Name (s) ___________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________City/State/Zip ________________

Home Phone ___________________ Fax _____________ E-mail ____________________

Gifts of  cash and/or goods to CrossLink International, a 501(c)(3) humanitarian aid ministry are tax deductible .  
CrossLink is audited annually by an independent public accounting firm and our audit is a vai lable upon request.



Falls Church O!  ce
427 North Maple Avenue
Falls Church, VA  22046
Tel: 703-534-5465
Fax: 703-536-8349

Memphis O!  ce
200 East Parkway North
Memphis, TN   38112
Tel: 901-323-847
Fax: 901-323-8408

info@crosslinkinternational.net
www.crosslinkinternational.net

Dr. David C. Lewis

Non Profit
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CrossLink Memphis Update

Donated warehouse space"  Two new employees"  Wonderfully productive relationships 
with the Baptist and Methodist health systems in Memphis"  These are just a few of the 
exciting things happening with CrossLink Memphis according to Dr. David C. Lewis, 
Regional Director.  

Recently David stated that, “We have reached that exciting point within the ministry 
where one person cannot provide the daily oversight and maintain the operational 
needs…There is a willingness by groups to help provide space, supplies and some 
volunteers to work in the warehouse, but to succeed we must have a consistent presence 

recruiting, soliciting and operating the day to day functions of CrossLink.  These new employees will be a great 
help as CrossLink Memphis moves ahead.”

“Our hospitals and other groups have responded tremendously to our needs,” 

The  Campaign 
is Coming!

CrossLink
United Way

CFC # 14672

David said.  “In fact, the response has been so overwhelming we need help 
going through and sorting the donations.”

If you are in the Memphis area and would like to volunteer for CrossLink 
Memphis, contact the of! ce at 901-323-8477.  The of! ce is located in 
Midtown on the lower # oor of the First Baptist Church of Memphis, at the 
corner of East Parkway North and Poplar Street.

# 14672


