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Where Do We Go From Here?

Anniversaries should be a time of great introspection -- a time to pause 
and re! ect on the past.  They are similar to scaling a mountain and pausing 
to observe where you began and the distance you have covered.

Remember the exhilaration of the launch when everything was fresh and 
new, and the challenges that lay ahead seemed insigni" cant?  But there 
were also times when you struggled and the path ahead seemed unclear.  
Now you are on a precipice you never imagined you’d reach when the journey began, and you 
ponder on the peaks and the valleys, and the lessons learned from each.

No anniversary should end there#  You need to turn around and take a look at the road ahead#  
Where do you go from here?

Celebrating CrossLink International’s ten years of ministry at the Band Aid Ball provided me 
with many thoughtful moments on the future of CrossLink.  Are we doing enough?  Are we 
meeting needs effectively?  Are we following God’s leadership in this ministry?  Question 
after question pouring through my mind; all leading to what is CrossLink’s vision for the 
future.  

Already God has planted seeds of ideas for new programming: programs for families with 
young children to teach them about “hands on” missions; symposiums of medical professionals 
to discuss “best practices” on the " eld; pre-packaged kits of basic First Aid pharmaceuticals 
and supplies; and partnerships with ongoing mission hospitals and clinics that provide medical 
and spiritual care.  

I ask your prayers as CrossLink enters this next decade.  There are so many needs and so many 
challenges.  Pray with us that we will follow God’s direction to do what He has for us to do.

We know that CrossLink has been called to be equippers.  
I hope you will see from the " eld stories in this issue how 
CrossLink supplies teams to minister both physically and 
spiritually.  And I hope you will " nd in these pages ways 
that you, your family, your church or civic group can bring 
healing and hope to people around the world as you work 
through CrossLink International.

It’s been a great ten years#  I can only imagine what God has 
in store for the next ten#

Linda Cook
Executive Director
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Pristine But Poor -- CERT International
Visits the Manu Park Reserve, Peru

Situated in the remote southwestern region of the 
Amazon basin is the Manu Park Reserve, described by 
The Lonely Planet as “the most bio-diverse place on the 
planet.”  Occupying one million eight hundred thousand 
hectares, the Reserve is home to several 
populations, the largest of which is the 
Machiguenga Indians.

Arriving at Manu after 56.5 hours in 
a boat, Bruce Rainwater and a team 
from CERT International spent a week 
ministering to the Machiguenga.  “It 
is dif" cult work.” Bruce says.  “The 
Machiguenga have asked their 
government for technology – clean water and electricity 
– yet the government wants to keep it a ‘pristine reserve,’ 
so the natives must live off the land.  They are very 
poor.”

“Internal parasites…skin diseases…aches and pains” 
were seen constantly as the CERT doctors and nurses 
ministered to these folks in such a beautiful, yet isolated 
terrain, where medical care is almost impossible.  As he 
wrote to CrossLink, Bruce told of three anemic infants, 
possibly with malaria, being transported downstream 
three days by boat to Puerto Maldonado for hospital 
care.

Touching 
lives in areas 
where there 
is little if 
any help 
available, 
CERT seeks 
to bring 
physical 
and spiritual 
relief to 
hurting people.  Working in concert with CrossLink 
opened some new doors for this CERT team.  Bruce 
wrote, “We are not allowed to openly evangelize unless 
asked…but we did take the " rst two Bibles translated 
in Machiguenga by Wycliffe into the park, enabled by 
having CrossLink medicines to serve the people.”

Caledonia Methodist Church 
Mission Team Reaches Out to 

Nicaragua

Three different neighborhoods – all in 
different areas of Nicaragua, but all quite 
the same.  Poor, having bare necessities for 
“public health” type clinics, usually staffed 
by a local woman with nurse’s training, 
these clinics became home to a medical 
mission team from Caledonia United 
Methodist Church.

The clinics served mainly women and 
children.  Many of the women had 
multiple types of vaginal infections, and 
their children suffered from malnutrition, 
allergies, anemia and upper respiratory 
problems.  “Thankfully,” the team said, 
“we had ordered lots of these medicines.”  

“We were overwhelmed by the gratitude of 
people for medicines we take for granted – 
such as vitamins, Tylenol, etc.  There were 
patients who brought old prescriptions for 
medicines they had never been able to get.  
It was inspiring for them and for us to meet 
their needs.  We saw many children with 

asthma who never had the correct 
medicines.”  What a blessing to 
be able to give them what they 
needed#

Michelle Skipper offered, “Many 
patients asked us, ‘Why would 

Americans come to help us?’  CrossLink’s 
medicines offered us the opportunity to 
show the love of Christ totally without cost.  
It was a true meeting of their needs.”

Notes from the Field . . . 

...enabled 
by having 
CossLink 
medicines 

to serve the 
people.

ªWh y would 
Americans 

come to 
help us?º



 

CrossLink Recognizes Volunteers 
Who Inspire By Example !

Who better to represent the National Volunteer 
Week’s theme, Inspire by Example, than CrossLink’s 
volunteers?  Everyday CrossLink is blessed to be 
supported by volunteers of all ages who dedicate 
their time and energy to medical missions.  In 
2006, CrossLink estimated that our volunteers’ 
hours represented the equivalent of 8 full-time 
employees.  

CrossLink’s volunteers are hands-on missionaries.  
Sorting supplies, picking up medicines and 
equipment, cleaning eyeglasses, helping in the of" ce 
and “shucking” medications are only a small part 
of the many activities supported by our volunteers.  
CrossLink’s receipients are better served thanks to 
our many volunteers who give without asking for 
anything in return.  Thank you volunteers#

To volunteer at CrossLink contact Harvey 
McCone at 703-534-5465 or e-mail Harvey@
crosslinkinternational.net.  All CrossLink volunteers 
must complete a one-time training session.  

 CrossLink volunteers help stu!  and prepare 
CrossLink newsletters for mailing.

CrossLink Mission Activities
Join Us Today

CrossLink International is a hands-on ministry actively 
serving more than 600,000 men, women and children 
annually.  If you are looking to be directly involved 
in hands-on medical missions, then we have just the 
opportunity for you:  

Adopt-A-Mission 
CrossLink’s recipient medical mission 
teams serve throughout the world.  Many 
traveling teams, clinics and hospitals 
rely on donated medications, supplies 
and equipment.  CrossLink’s Adopt-A-
Mission project provides the opportunity 

to sponsor a speci" c medical mission project to a 
particular country.  This is a great opportunity to 
participate and learn about international mission 
activities. 

Over-The-Counter Club 
CrossLink’s OTC Club is a great project 
for all ages and is as simple as one, two, 
three. Basic health care supplies are a 
common request for CrossLink medical 
teams.   Through the OTC Club over-
the-counter items such as toothbrushes, 
band aids, acetaminophen, Children’s TylenolTM and 
antihistamines are collected, brought to CrossLink 
and then sent along with the mission teams.  Over-the-
counter items are always in need.  The OTC Club is a 
great and easy hands-on mission project for churches, 
Sunday school classes and other groups. 

Volunteer
In 2006 CrossLink estimated that volunteer hours 
were equivalent to 8 full-time employees.  Without a 
doubt, CrossLink’s supporters are a core component 
of our success.  Volunteer opportunities exist everyday 

ranging from administration to 
sorting in our warehouse.  This is a 
great opportunity to become directly 
involved with all CrossLink mission 
projects.

Interested in learning more?  Complete the form on the 
back and return it to us or call us at 703-534-5465.  



Thanks to our Sponsors!

Gift of Hope -  $25,000
Dr. & Mrs. Barry Byer
Dulin United Methodist Church
Friends of CrossLink
MasterPrint, Inc.

Gift of Healing  - $15,000 and above
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert N. Morgan 

Gift of Love - $5,000 and above
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm W. Cook
Hoffman Enterprises
Mr. & Mrs. Daryl W. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn W. Letham
MedAssets
Owens & Minor
Mr. & Mr s. Will Soza

Gift of Caring - $2,500 and above
Bay Country Lawns
Bay Leaf Baptist Church
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Benjamin
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Biggs
Mr. & Mrs. James Cole
Cornerstone Government Affairs
Mr. Frank Cushing & Ms. Amy Hammer
Dr. & Mrs. Merle Fossen
Friends of CrossLink

Mr. and Mrs. James Frye 
Mr. & Mrs. John Gannon
Ms. Mertis Horton
Jefferson Funeral Chapel
Rev. & Mrs. Neal T. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Carey Livingston
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Livingston
Mr. & Mr s. Thomas McCullough
Moore Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Mussey
Prince William County Health                    

 Foundation
Shreve-McGonegal, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sparber
Mrs. Noralee Stephenson
Mr. Richard Stephenson

Gift of Friendship - $500 and above
Acacia Federal Savings
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Aronowitz
Mr. Johnathan & Dr. Allison Bae
BB&T
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bensen
Mr. and Mrs. Landis Brad" eld
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cash
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. John Foy

Mr. & Mrs. John Gunnels
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Guppy
Mr. & Mrs. David Hilliard
Dr. Thomas Jacob
Dr. & Mrs. Don King
Mr. & Mrs. G. Lloyd Knight
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Koch
Ms. Betsy Koop
Ms. Donna Kozuch
MedPharm
Mr. & Mrs. John McLaughlin
Mr. Steven & Dr. Sara Miles
Rev. & Mrs. James Perdew
Mr. & Mrs. Garry Phillips
Ms. Jeanne Pope
Drs. Ron & Cary Porpatich
Potomac Hospital Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Rissetto
Mr. & Mrs. J. Knox Singleton
The Falls Church
Mr. & Mrs. John Tigner
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Tomas
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Turner
Washington Group International
Rev. and Mrs. James Watson
Ms. Harriet Wil t

                      
Celebrating its 10th Anniversary, CrossLink International went back to its beginnings - a mission project to 
help a Moscow church.  More than 360 guests of the 4th Annual Band Aid Ball entered to the lilting sounds of 
the Russian balalaika and the traditional Russian sign of welcome, salt and bread.  Tables in the ballroom were 
resplendent with centerpieces depicting the cupolas (onion domes) that dot the Russian landscape.

Molly Henneberg, correspondent for FOX 
News Channel, greeted everyone in Russian 
and shared the story of CrossLink – from 
a Sunday school class mission project to 
a humanitarian aid ministry, providing 
more than $35 million of medical aid since 
incorporating in November of 1996.

To  R u ss i a      

Thanks to Our Photographers - Mr. Willie Boykin and Mr. Howard Kell ey!

Thanks to the 
Band Aid 
Committee!

Dr. & Mrs. Barry Byer
Honorary Chairpersons

Debbie Bassett
Charlotte S. Benjamin

Bobbi Letham
Margo Donahue
Rachel Farris

Amy R. Hammer
Margaret Havens
Valerie Heinbaugh

Shari Jackson
Sharon McCone

Esther McCullough
Tammy Waitsman
Christine Whalen

Washington B alalaika Society members welcome guests

Spectacular tables at the Band Aid Ball!



Former and current Board Chairs Glenn W. Letham, James B. Cole, 
Barry Byer, MD, Daryl W. Jackson and James E. Frank join Executive 

Director Linda Cook in cutting the 10th Anniversary Cake

Thanks to Our Business Friends and Artists!

Aladdin’s Lamp Children’s Bookstore
Anthony’s Resturant
Argia’s Cucina
Artisans
Mrs. Debbie Baucom, Designer
Bazin’s on Church Street
Dr. Sean Beavers, Musician
Billy Casper Golf
Brooklyn’s Breakup Breakdown
Ms. Dorothy Brothers, Artist
Dr. Joseph Buchino, Artist
Charles Schwab, Tysons Corner
Chicos
Clay Café
CLIX
Coldwater Creek
Cornerston Government Affairs
Ms. Laura Deisz, Massage Therapist
Direct Jewelry Outlet
DC Catering
Doodlehoppers
Dominion Pet Center
Eklick
Eli’s Beauty Salon
Elizabethan Studios
Flowers & Plants, Etc

Foxes Music
Georgetown Learning Center
Grandmother’s Back Room
Ms. Shellie Grant, Designer
Gray & Associates Interior Design
Great American Restaurants
Greenberry’s 
Ms. Beckie Hallinger, Culinary Designer
Heart Craft
Idylwood Grill
Inn at Kelly’s Ford
Ireland’s Four Provinces
Ms. Loiza Iszard, Artist
Joan Jolley, Artist
Mrs. Joan Jolley, Artist
Mr. George W. Jones, Artist
Kazan Restaurant 
Ms. Henrietta Kundert, Massage Therapist
Lamps Unlimited
Dr. Leonard G. Larson, Optometrist
Lebanese Taverna
Jeff Lubin Fine Art Portrait Photography
Lloyd-Meurer Portrait Studio
Master’s Touch Salon & Spa
McLean Animal Hospital
Name Droppers

Outback Steakhouse
Peking Pavilion
Phantastique Beauty Salon
Pie-Tanza
Preston’s Pharmacy
Red, Hot & Blue
Ristorante Tosca
Russian Gourmet
Sandy Alison Diamonds & Fine Jewelry
Mr. Greg Scott, ANCC Golf Shop
Serendipity
Sonoma
Mr. Michael Sparber, Artist
Ms. Barbara Sullivan, Artist
Taqueria el Poblano
The Bombay Club
The British Embassy
The Capital Grille of Tysons
The Fairview Park Marriott
The Palm
The Personal Training Company
Tree Top Kids
Ms. Julie Utz, Artist
Ms. Pat Vogel, Florist
Ms. Susan Welch, Equine Massage Therapist
Wild Birds Unlimited

Mr. Yvgeney Zvedre, Senior Counsel to the Ambassador of Russia, brought greetings from the Ambassador 
to CrossLink, stating that he appreciated CrossLink’s “diplomacy of the heart.”  Dr. Barry Byer, founder 
and medical director of CrossLink International, shared how the mission of CrossLink affected his life, 
leading him to organize an annual mission effort to Honduras.  His Excellency Roberto Flores-Bermudez, 

Ambassador of Honduras, responded with 
appreciation to CrossLink for help the 
ministry has provided to his country through 
152 Honduran medical mission efforts.  
CrossLink Executive Director, Linda Cook, thanked 
everyone who has made a contribution in any way to the 
ministry and challenged those present to urge CrossLink 
to seek God’s guidance for the next ten years. The 
evening continued with the Washington Balalaika Society 

and the Klinka dancers providing wonderful entertainment. The 
Band Aid Ball raised more than $196,000 for ministry work.  
Thank you to each and every supporter and attendee#

s i a      W i t h  L ov e

Thanks to the 
Band Aid Ball 
Committee!

s. Barry Byer, 
Honorary Chairpersons

Debbie Bassett
Charlotte S. Benjamin

Bobbi Letham
Margo Donahue
Rachel Farris

Amy R. Hammer
Margaret Havens

erie Heinbaugh
Shari Jackson

Sharon McCone
Esther McCullough

my Waitsman
Christine Whalen

The Klinka Dancers enliven the ballroom

Thanks to those individuals who donated items to the Silent Auction



Make a Di! erence " is Summer - Start an Over-the-Counter Club 

It is true.  You can make a difference in a person’s life, a family’s life and whole communities. Summer is the 
perfect time to start an international project without ever leaving your community. 

CrossLink’s Over-the-Counter Club is a project for all ages and any organization. The " r st step is learning more.

What is the Over-the-Counter Club? 
CrossLink’s mission is to equip medical mission teams, hospitals and clinics throughout the world.  The OTC 
Club represents all the basic items that we take for granted in our home, but are not available in other countries.  
Often the medicines and items that are needed most are things we purchase everyday at our local store – 
TylenolTM, Ibuprofen, vitamins, cough syrup, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  The OTC Club is a “hands-on” project 
for all ages.

How do I get started?  And for how long?
First, you need to decide on a project coordinator.  Then contact CrossLink by " lling out the form on the back 
of the newsletter or by calling 703-534-5465.   Project length is determined by each individual group.  However, 
CrossLink suggests setting a reasonable timeline so that participants remain engaged. 

How can I get people involved?
The Over the Counter Club is a project for everyone, or you can tailor it for a speci" c group. You need to make 
sure that you publicize your project through ! yers, newsletters, posters and other materials. Here are some 
examples to help you get started:

How high can you go?
 Select a space in your organization to display 

your boxes.  They can be real boxes or drawn. 
Set boxes throughout your organization with 
signs encouraging people to participate by " lli ng 
the Over-the Counter box.  Every time a box is 
" l led add another box to your tower display. 

Hurray for Hygiene
 Are your youngsters learning about hygiene?  

Each week have them bring an item to " ll the 
Over-the-Counter container.

Learning About a Country
 If your group is studying a particular country 

donate Over-the-Counter products in honor of 
the people living there.

 

Gotta Run Contest
 Team up against friends, family or co-workers to see who can " ll their Over-the-Counter box the fastest.  

Select a wall to draw a race track.  Each team is assigned a car with the cars moving to a new spot each 
week as items are counted.   

Sponsoring your own event
 Make your fun event a life-changing event by partnering with CrossLink to collect Over-the-Counter 

items. 

Join the Over-the-Counter Club today by trying one of these ideas or by creating one of your own.  Contact 
Dana Stewart at 703-534-5465 or dana@crosslinkinternational.net to learn more.  Don’t forget to take pictures of 
your projects and send them to CrossLink. Maybe your project will be featured in a future CrossLink newsletter.  



How will you help?
Please detach and return with your response to:
CrossLink International
427 N. Maple Ave., Falls Church, VA  22046
www.crosslinkinternational.net

1. Enclosed is my gift of   o $50 o $100  o $200 o $500  
          o $1,000  o Other $ ____

2. I/We pledge a yearly gift of $ ____ to be paid monthly or 
     quarterly in $ ____ increments.

3. I/We will donate frequent flyer miles. o

4. Please send me more information about CrossLink International. o

5. Please send more information about:
   o OTC Club   o Clinic Packs o Adopt-A-Mission   o Vessels of Hope   o CrossLink Partners

Name (s) ________________________________ ______________ _

Address _________________________________ City/State/Zip ______

Home Phone ________________ Fax _______ _____ E-mail _________

Gifts of cash and/or goods to CrossLink International, a 501(c)(3) humanitarian aid ministry are tax deductible.  
CrossLink is audited annually by an independent public accounting fima and our audit ia available upon request.

CrossLink's Family Corner
Taking time to show and participate with your children 
in mission activities can be challenging.  In today’s 
world busy families are juggling work, school, 
extracurricular activities and often an unpredictable 
commute, so where do we " nd the time?

CrossLink’s mission is “changing the world one life 
at a time through Christ-like missions.”  Integrating 
simple lessons on giving into your daily routine can 
be life-changing for those who receive as well as those 
who give.  Today the future leaders of CrossLink and 
missions in general are running around the playground.  
Tomorrow they will be leading the way in bringing 
others to know Christ.  Take a moment to introduce 
CrossLink into your family’s life.

Today’s Idea

Children of all ages may have heard the 
word missions, but may not be able to form a 
de" nition in their own words.  

1. Ask your child to name an activity where 
they or their class has helped someone else.  
Help your child by prompting them with 
questions about their activities.

2. Ask your child why they wanted to 
participate in that activity.

3. Ask your child how it felt to participate in 
that activity.

4. Encourage your child to think of how the 
recipient felt when they received their gift.

5. Help your child form one sentence that 
expresses the meaning of missions through 
their actions. 

CrossLink believes teaching your child to help 
others can have a life-time impact.  Children 
learn through activities and we hope that you 
will include CrossLink’s mission into your 
family’s daily lives.  

Let us know how you have incorporated CrossLink 
into your family by contacting Dana Stewart at 703-
534-5465 or dana@crosslinkinternational.net.



Falls Church O"  ce
427 North Maple Avenue
Falls Church, VA  22046
Tel: 703-534-5465
Fax: 703-536-8349

Memphis O"  ce
200 East Parkway North
Memphis, TN   38112
Tel: 901-323-847
Fax: 901-323-8408

info@crosslinkinternational.net
www.crosslinkinternational.net

Time for a Check-Up  
CrossLink turned 10 this year and we have found it is time for 
our database to get a check-up.  Have you moved, changed jobs, 
phone numbers or e-mail?  Or maybe you have friends you want 
to add to our mailing list.  Please let us know so that we can 
continue to share information with you on the medical missions 
we are supporting throughout the world.  Simply " ll out and 
return the form on the back or call CrossLink at 703-534-5465 or 
e-mail dana@crosslinkinternational.net.  

ECFA & United Way Membership
CrossLink International’s annual membership renewals have 

been approved for the Evangelical Council of Financial 
Accountability and the United Way of the National Capital Area.

Conventions & Exhibits
Catch CrossLink International exhibits at the following:

Christian Medical Dental Association, 
Orlando, FL – June 20 – 24, 2007

CBF Assembly, Washington, DC - June 28-29, 2007

Non Profit
US Postage

PAID
Permit #204 2
Merrifield, VA

Band Aid Ball 2008

CrossLink Needs You!  Band Aid Ball 
2007 was a great success and lots of 
fun thanks to our many volunteers.  
Serving on CrossLink’s Band Aid Ball 
Committee is a great opportunity to 
use your talent, explore new talents 
and work with a great group of people#  
The Band Aid Ball is CrossLink’s 
biggest event of the year and we need 
your help for 2008.  The planning 
committee is slated to meet this June, 
but we can’t get started without you.  

To volunteer to serve on the Band Aid 
Ball 2008 committee or learn more 
about volunteer opportunities contact 
Dana Stewart at 703-534-5465 or 

dana@crosslinkinternational.net.   


